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You have been told how, towards the end of the
year 1607, sieur de Monts’s entire company returned
to France, and this new France was then entirely
deserted by our countrymen. However, in the fol-
lowing year, 1608, sieur de Monts chose as his Lieu-
tenant sieur de Champlain, and sent him on a tour
of discovery along the great St. Lawrence river;
Champlain did admirably there, establishing the set-
tlement of Kebec.”® But as to the [122] deeds, jour-
neys, and discoveries of the said Champlain, there is
no need of my outlining them to you, as he himself
has given such long and excellent descriptions of them
in his books.

Now sieur Jean de Biencourt, called de Potrin-
court, before sieur de Monts left new France, asked
from him the gift of Port Royal. Sieur de Monts
granted it to him, stipulating that within the two suc-
ceeding years sieur de Potrincourt should go there
with several other families to cultivate and inhabit it,
which he promised to do. Now in 1607, all the
French having returned (as has been said), sieur de
Potrincourt presented to the late Henry the Great, of
immortal memory, the deed of gift made to him by
sieur de Monts, humbly requesting his Majesty to
ratify it.* The King [123] favored the Request, and,
contriving some way by which he could give effective
aid to this French colony, told Father Coton that he
would like to make use of his Society for the conver-
sion of the Savages; that he should write to the Fa-
ther-General about it; and that they should designate
some persons who should prepare to undertake these
voyages; that he would summon them at the first
opportunity; promising henceforward two thousand
livres for their support.



